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The Future of Density

Meotoshi Yatabe didn's move (o the city;

the city came te him. He hired his American
brother-in-law to croate 2 house en the site
af hit childhood home that would embraco
wisits from his naw nelghbors—whose influx
ovier the past 30 vears have transformed
the formerly rural Saitama Prefecture inte

a bu:ll'rll[.‘i cammunity in the Greater

Takyo Area,

Stary by Mimi Zeiger

Photos by Dean Kaufman

84

The Future of Homehuilding
While same families look tothe suburbs

1o settle down, a couple in Toronto, Canada,
instrad chose a 16-foot-wide site at the
west and of the eity, It was too small lor just
any cookie-cutter quarters, 5o they slipped
in @ 12-foot-wide houso with all the spaces
raeded 4o call it hame.,

Story by Alex Bozikaovie

Photos by Dean Kaufman

92
The Future of Community

Five familizs in Almere, Holland, joined
farcos—and finances—to commission the
Willa wvan Vijven, a bright erange building
that houses five indepondent apartmonts,
Working as bast neighbars rather than best
friends, they wene able to reap tagather
what they couldn’t have sown on their own,
Story by Jane Szita

Photes by Dean Kaufman

Caoven T House,
Saitama Prefecture, Japan, poge 76
Phote by Dean Kaudman
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THE FUTURE OF DENSITY
Saitama Prefecture, Japan

It takes a shift in cultural
understanding about how
to do more with less.

—Russell Thomsan

THE FUTURE OF HOMEBUILDING
Taranto, Canada

| was surprised that
these guys had picked out
this property.

—Dianald Chong

THE FUTURE OF COMMUNITY
Almere, the Metherlands

“Ne dont necessarily see
each other every day.
Often, we just say hello
when leaving or
coming home again.

—Paula van Dijk

Drwedl

TOMORROW TODAY

Dec/lan 2010 75



Facing tight building codes and

an even tighter space, Karen White
and David MacNaughtan needed an
architect who could turn lemons
into lemonade. Donald Chong devised
a refreshing solution.




Story by Alex Bozikovic
Fhotos by Denn Emnfman

Projoct: Galley Housa
Besigner: Dorald Chong
Location: Toronto, Canada

Slim

When most families decide to put down roots,
they look for big, accommodating houses with
broad stretehes of yard. Stroll down Galley Avenue
in Toronto's leafy Roncesvalles neighborhood

and you'll see plenty of homes that fit the bill—
tall walls of red brick a century old.

Then there's the exception: a narrow modernist
composition of glass panes and purple brick that
slips like a bookmark between two older buildings.
This is where Karen White and David MacNaughtan
made & new home for themselves and their two
boys—a bright three-story abode on a lot narrower
than most suburhan driveways,

“I'was surprised that these guys had picked out
this property,” says the house's designer, Donald
Chong. When he first saw it, it held a ramshackle
800-square-foot cottage, the oldest and shakiest
building on the street. And the lot was tiny: “Squint
and you'd miss it.”

But for White and MacNaughtan it represented
opportunity. They'd been living in the area off and
on for more than a decade, enjoying its mix of deep-
rooted Eastern European families and a growing
creative class. When they found the site, they were
living in a nearby laft with their first child and
thinking about the future with a very specific life-
style in mind. “We wanted to have a contemporary

envirenment and have room for a family,” White says.

Mot only that, but they wanted “Lo support contem-
porary architecture and create a community of
people that we could build a project with,” she adds.

Chong—a friend of a friend—was the first link,
ayoung local designer who was just launching
his cwn architecture practice. White, an interior
designer and professor of design history, and
MacNaughtan, who works in finance, bonded with
Chong on the history of modernism and on hockey.
“Karen knew all about Peter Behrens,” says Chong.
“On top of that, Dave is a goalie, and so am 1"

with Chong signed on, the couple purchased the
Galley Avenue property and faced the test of fit-

ting in a family home, 1t was just 16 feet wide, with b-

THE FUTURE OF HOMEEUILDING
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Karen White, David
MacKaughtan, and their
sons, Grillin ard
Finlay, hang out on the
front deck (oppesite),
which lines up next

to the neighbors’ ]m\']j.
Juzt thrxoagh the fromt
doox i= the living roon
(left) whexe built-ins
by chong shaxe space
with a threa-legged
Wegner chair amd phote-
graphs by Arnawvd Mages.
From the sccond level
af the house, Griffin
climba the stairs

his own way (below).

At the top, the view
from the roof deck
(above) reveals a patch-
wozrk of ERTAges and

yaxds surprisingly free
of neighbors,
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requirements for a three-foot setback on one side;
the building code alzo ruled out windows on the
sides of the howse, “You couldn’t use an old vernacular
style because you wouldn't be ble to bring in enough
light,” MacNaughtan says. “We didn't want to have

a dark old Victorian. But we also didn't want to have
a contemporary bowling alley.”

Chong was ready for the challenge. As a new
practitioner hi appreciated the relarive dsk the
homeowners were taking on him. “This was my first
everything,” he saya. “They had guts.” But he had
a strong pedigree at firms, including local fovorites
Shim-Suteliffe Architects, and he'd coedited a book
about the possibilities of building homes on Toranto's
patclwork of underused back Tanes. “Some of that
thinking—a very fane Jacobs idea of compact living
and infill - helped in terms of the scale” he says.

For the Galley House, Chong eonceived a 2,100
square-foot house that takes advantage of the lot's
shape: a volume that's 32 feet high and &2 feet long,
with a series of double-height rooms, with glass on
the fromt, back, and top. Working closely with White




The gecond-floor fandly
Ioon (Opposite) 1s
fromved by an L-shaped
staizcaze with an opague
guardrail that provides
aone privacy for the
frovt facade. Down the
corridoxr from the boys’
bedzoons {oppopite,

top right), the kids
play in the family roon
Jagt beneath the stairs
{opposite, botton
right). In the back,
iry climbs aczoss the
Bazage s raw cedar
cladding pext to a gate
that allows mocess to
the laneway-but the
boys prefer to climb
the fence (zight).

Dwedl

I [ O

= O B -.\. c
i I S SN
Thixd Flooxr

| 5

_;:_}:. D L_ .« M
—___ | L] e

N Yl
Second Floox

Galley Hounse
Floax Flans

A Magter Bathroom
B Master RBedroon
C Deck

D Family Room

E Bathroon

F Bedroom

@ Enlry

H Living Area
Dining Axea
Kitchen
Couxtyaxd
Garage

MR

and MacNaughtan, he finessed the plan to include
anumber of custom features, most notably aenak-
ing path of stairways that spiral up and down
through the house.

The south-facing entry and living rooms are at
street level; from there it's one step up to the din-
ing room to the north, then five steps down and east
to the kitchen, which flows into the back garden.
Another stair cuts south up to the second floor, stop-
ping at a spectacular double-height living room.
“In the older houses, they all put bedrooms in the
fromt,” Chong says. “We all thought it would be a
crime to steal the light for a bedroom, which would
only be used later in the day. It was all about being
greedy with light.,” That space also holds the houss's
unusual centerpiece: a winding staircase up to the
third-level master suite, showcased behind a huge
plane of glass on the front facade.

As construction got under way, the sense of com-
munity that White and MacNaughtan were looking
for was building up around the project. While wan-
dering the back lane with her young son, Griffin, »
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THE FUTURE OF HOMEBUILDING

White met some new neighbors, Antje Bulthaup and
Stefan Sybydlo. “They asked me whe would be doing
our kitchen,” White says. 1 thought, I'm an interior
designer: Twill. But I was wortied 1 wasn't going

Lo complete it in fime. So | went home, checkad out
their website, and nearly fell over.”

Antje Bulthaup is a seion of the Bulthaup family,
who runs the German manufacturer of high-design
kitchens, Staying in Toronto to open a showroom,
Bulthaup and sybydlo had decided to settle in
Ronecesvalles—where the eompany had been send-
ing many catalogs to the homes of local designers.
The Galley House became their frst local project,
to the delight of Chong, 4 huge fan of their products.

Awhite Bulthaup system fits cleanly into the
13-foot-long kitchen at the back of the house,
designed by White with slate floors and brushed-
steel accents. (The range hood, a searing column of
steel, echoes the wall sconces White had already
picked out.) And it's a fine complement to the rest
of the interior, which White—who currently teaches
furniture history—has kitted out with oak floors
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‘bark heart of the houge
‘Chong taol Adwantags .

ol the ooe-and-a-half-
‘heighp=ce=iling to estab-
Liah Home well hidden
storage cabinets,
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The master bedioom
right) occupies a
private pace on the Lop
floox. dziffin's zoom
below), which is
eznctly the sane size as
hig brethex's, geto pood
light from the backymucd,
A reaz view of the

aazrrow house (opposite,
bottom left) shows how
Chong twisted the

hongn ‘= volumes to bring
daylight inte ecach zoom,
still lemving emough
gpace 1m the 18- foor-
wide backyard fox a
grxden and comfoxtable
diplng wrew (opposite,
=op)  Tm the Tane hehdned
he garoge (oppooite,
botton xight’, Finlay
nnkes use of the
socazionully neglected
zerzitory. @

90 Tec/Tan 2

and furniture by Hans Wesner, Eeos, and Toronto
designer-manufacturers Speke Klein, The classic
work of Wegner is a touchstone: *These are eatly
modernist solutions for compact living,” White says.
White and Chong get excited pointing out the
connections between the furniture and the architec-
ture, Iy the dining room, Chung's carefully decailed
railings have an echo in the joinery of oak and steel
in Wegner's CH322 dining table nearby. and the cor-
respondence ism't just aesthetic, Chong suys he and
hiz clientz share the ideals of modem architecture.
“When modernism was hatched 2 an architectural
langneage” he explains, “it was close to this: making
use of tight, urban spaces, trying to pull light in,
trying to work with a normative family lifestyle.”
All of those ideas show up in the pale, well-lit
interiors, dotted with the boys” artwark and toys,
But the couple’s relationship with Chong and his
family also reflects an extended sense of kinship.
As a honsewarming gift, Chong commissioned
his artist mothes=in-law to make White and mac-
Waughtan a quilt depicting their house, U names




of everyone involved, and a message: "The heart
transformes the house into 2 home " As White puts it,
“Building projects are like building a family”

That sentiment accompanies a broader message
about housing. While their home is unique, White
and MacNaughtan are demographically middle-of-
the-road: 8 martied couple with two kids and a cat.
For Chong, that makes their strong commitment to
urban living and contemporary design all the more
notable. “This is about o family that might have
made a flight to the suburbs,” he says. In fact, White
points out that while living in a 12-foot-wide house
involves some sacrifices (there's only a small back-
yard for the boys to rom around in), it's not ag tough
as you might imagine. “My sister lives in the sub-
urbs with her family,” she says. "Everyone thinls
we have this small city house with small rooms—
but 1've measured and we basically have the same
room sizes.” Which is a sweet payod for White's
faith in a simple idea.m
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