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c o o k I n G B e n e A t h o l d B e A m S

BBeellooww::  MMaarryy  JJoo  HHiinndd  aanndd  FFrreedd  VVeerrmmeeuulleenn,,  tthhee  aarrcchhiitteeccttss  wwhhoo  ddeessiiggnneedd  aanndd
bbuuiilltt  tthheeiirr  wweeeekkeenndd  hhoommee  iinn  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryyssiiddee  ooff  OOnnttaarriioo,,  CCaannaaddaa..  AAbboovvee::  tthhee
hhoouussee  aatt  nniigghhtt  ––  hheerree  tthhee  ssttrruuccttuurree  ooff  oolldd  wwoooodd  ffrraammee  iiss  cclleeaarrllyy  vviissiibbllee..  LLeefftt::
tthhee  iinntteerriioorr  wwoouulldd  sseeeemm  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  bbuuiilltt  aarroouunndd  tthhiiss  llaarrggee  BBuulltthhaauupp  bb33
kkiittcchheenn..  TThhee  rroouugghh  bbeeaammss  ooff  tthhee  oolldd  ggrriisstt  mmiillll  ddaattiinngg  ffrroomm  11885500  aarree  eexxppoosseedd
aanndd  rreeaacchh  uupp  ttoo  tthhee  aappeexx  ooff  tthhee  rrooooff..  KKiittcchheenn  aappppaarraattuuss  bbyy  MMiieellee;;  ffrriiddggeess
bbyy  LLiieebbhheerrrr..  TThhee  hhoobb  iiss  bbyy  GGaaggggeennaauu..  TThhee  ffoouurr  ssttoooollss  aarree  bbyy  BBuulltthhaauupp..  TThhee
mmeezzzzaanniinnee  fflloooorr  ccoonnttaaiinnss  tthhee  gguueesstt  bbeeddrroooommss  aanndd  aa  bbaatthhrroooomm..
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Architects Mary Jo Hind and Fred Vermeulen

specialise in healthcare projects and, more

specifically, oncological facilities. The two have

designed and built a weekend home for them-

selves in the rugged countryside of Mulmur

township in Ontario, Canada.

They wanted a house that resembled a restored

barn. To that end, they bought the wooden

frame of a grist mill dating from 1850. 

The old frame was to form the exposed skeleton

of the structure. They opted for a modern coun-

terpoint to this old structure: a streamlined

Bulthaup kitchen, which is now the focal point of

the house.
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AAbboovvee::  tthhee  mmaasstteerr  ssuuiittee  aanndd  bbaatthhrroooomm..  
BBeellooww::  tthhee  eennttrraannccee  ttoo  tthhee  lliivviinngg  rroooomm,,  wwhhiicchh  iiss  ffrraammeedd  bbyy
oolldd  wwooooddeenn  bbeeaammss  aanndd  sseett  aatt  oonnee  ccoorrnneerr  ooff  tthhee  hhoouussee..  TThhee
ffuurrnniisshhiinngg  iiss  rraatthheerr  SSccaannddiinnaavviiaann  aanndd  aaddddss  ttoo  tthhee  ffeeeelliinngg
ooff  ssppaaccee..  
TThhee  ssttuurrddyy  ffrraammeewwoorrkk  ooff  tthhee  oolldd  ggrriisstt  mmiillll  pprroovviiddeess  aa  ssoolliidd
ddiimmeennssiioonn  iinn  tthhee  ssppaaccee  aanndd  aa  pplleeaassaanntt  ccoonnttrraasstt  ttoo  tthhee
ssmmooootthhllyy  ffiinniisshheedd,,  ddeelliiccaattee  wwooooddeenn  ffuurrnniittuurree..  AAbboovvee  tthhee
ttaabbllee,,  aa  ppaappeerr  llaammpp  bbyy  NNoogguucchhii..  TThhee  cchhaaiirrss  aarree  bbyy  CCaarrll
HHaannsseenn,,  aass  iiss  tthhee  rroouunndd  ccooffffeeee  ttaabbllee..
RRiigghhtt::  tthhee  ddiinniinngg  rroooomm  oonn  tthhee  sshhoorrtt  ssiiddee  ooff  tthhee  LL--sshhaappeedd
ssppaaccee  ––  iitt  iiss  iinn  ffaacctt  aann  iinntteeggrraall  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  kkiittcchheenn,,  wwhhiicchh
ttaakkeess  uupp  mmoosstt  ooff  tthhee  ggrroouunndd  fflloooorr..  DDiinniinngg  cchhaaiirrss  bbyy  CCaarrll
HHaannsseenn,,  ddiinniinngg  ttaabbllee  bbyy  FFrraannss  vvaann  ddeerr  HHeeyyddeenn..

the exhaustive search for an old barn on which to base
their new house took architects mary Jo hind and Fred Ver-
meulen (partners in the dundas office of the American ar-
chitecture practice of Perkins + Will) to an old mill. they
bought the timber frame and used it as the foundation for
their new holiday home in the rugged canadian country-
side. the criss-crossing structure of the beams, which once
held the mill in place, is still in evidence in the new building. 

the beams have not been hidden away and are veritable art
objects, playing a vital part in creating ambience in the inte-
rior. the effect is further reinforced by the unimpeded view
to the roof apex from part of the interior. Guest bedrooms
and a bathroom are situated on the mezzanine floor. the
master suite is to some extent separate from the house.
everywhere large windows frame views of the rugged land-
scape.

the interior walls are mainly white, alternating with ex-
panses of concrete, one of which contains the fireplace, as
well as walls built from stacked wooden joists. the overall
feel is Scandinavian, thanks to some extent to the carl
hansen furniture and the pale wood floors. the house em-
anates a clear spatial flow, with the kitchen occupying an im-
portant place, actually taking up much of the ground floor. It
is a Bulthaup b3 kitchen, custom-designed for this space and
installed by the German kitchen specialist’s canadian flag-
ship store in toronto. It comprises three work units, with
on one side an aluminium wall housing appliances and freez-
ers, and on the other side the concrete wall with the fire-
place.


